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By HAL H. SMITH.
WAEHINGTON.
HE dramatic trapping and
kiiling of John Dillinger by
Federal agents picketing &
Chicage movie theatrs not
emphasized the warning
by Attorney General Cum-
mings that the government means
- 5 business in its wAr on crime but
again has focussed interest on the
» Divislon of Investigation of the
‘Department of Justice.
+ Less than 500 apecial mgents con-|
“"gtitute thia division, but it is the
army on which the Federal Govern- |
) mant Is relying for victory 1o ite
N war on Xkidnappers, tank robbers,
* racketeers, desperate outiaws of the
roving type snd predatory erimi-
pals of the Dilllnger typs. The res- |
ord of thls force during the past;

" year, and sspeclally the past Bix
. months, \

has encouraged the At-
- torney General to pelleve that his
ingw war on crims will bs won and
-1 won decisively.

:| Rigié¢ Examination.
A The special agents of the division !
" Ipelong to n hand-picked organiza-
A tion. Bo carefully are they selected
1 ¢nat it 1a commonly said in Wash-
{ngton that it is more difficult to
| gain- membership {n tbe ranks of
this sma!l army than in any other
branch of Federal employment. J.
‘| Edgar Heover, who, as Director ot
the Bureau of Investigation, com-
mands the force, has VEry definite
potions sbout the qualifications &
crime investigator should have.
Among them are honesty, capacity
¢or hard work, COmmOD Bence and
imagination, lieants must pass
a rigid :}ersbnality tes. and have a|)
‘! ereditable personal history. i
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| They Belong to a Small Army of Federal
" Men Highly Trained for Their Jobs
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he average age of the agents ia
35.31 years. BSome of them, e»
pecially théke—operating in the
Southwest, are former ranchers,
Texas Rangara, cowboys and In-
dian experts. Among the agents in
the Pacific Northwest are former
lumbermen, cattlemen, rallroad
workers and miners. In other
parts of the country, &a well as in
the West, there are agents who
have had experience in almost evary
kind of vocation.

Lawyers and Accountants.
To becomse = special agent one

an Indiap reservation several ytars
ago. Another agsnt made good use
of his knowledy hanic in
tracing sabotagé by a Aveter who
workad \bcsit_le him on a dirigible.

Thers are as yet no sirplanes
owned by the division, but ita foroe
of fisld agents includes half a
dozen avistors and a parachuts
jumper. Forty-one special agents
have taught subjects in colleges and
high schools, including economics,
iaw, English, botany, mathematios,
physics, chemistry, history mnd
language. There ars twenty-six ex-
pert musicians, Inoluding one or-|
chestra leader and twelve men with i
professional experience. Thers are
also four radio broadcasters, two
radio announcers and ons radio op-
erator.

Boxers and Wrestiers.

Fifty of Director Hoover's agenta
ean ppeak oné or mors foreigm
languages, and the force ineludes
former Stats troopers, sheriffs,
chiefs of police, detective buresu
chiefs and plain detectives. Thirty
have had banking experiences, sthers
have been wrestlers, boxers, bDase-
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must have been a lawyar, an ac-
countant or an experienced investl
gator. More than B3 per cent of
the division’s investigative person-|
nel, which now totals 491, bave had

countants before entering the divi-

Ilegul training or wers expert ac-
| pjon. Three bundred and forty-
| four of the investigators have unk
versity degrees, 116 of them have
two degrees, 11 have thres degtoss
and thres have fouy degrees.
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The present personnel numbars
one or more men who ars proficlent
in one or saveral of seventy differ-
ent lines of work and eightéen 4if-
ferent sports. Beventy-four wers
engaged in law-enforcement work
befors entering the service, while
thirty-seven had Army, navy or ma-
rine tralning. Nineteen are experi-
pnced farmers, twenty-ohe Aré ex-
pert horsemen. Two agentd are for-
mer customa Inspectors, ons s for-
mer examiner, another & farmer
member of the consular service.
Elevan have been immigration in-
spectors, on¢ has been & naturali-
zation service investigator and two
are Indian experis. An agent a-
miliar with Jndizs ~4ialects solved |

ball or football players, twenty-five
are expert swimmars and four Bave
been life guards.

Agents receive spacial training in
the use of firearms and posasss!
modern wespons, Kach agent is;
armed with the latest typs of re-
volver or automatic pistel. Be
sides, field oftices throughout the
United States maintain epecial

: | equipment for the use of the Aivd-

sion’s investigative personne)l as
ooccadion may arise. The equipment |
includes Colt monitor automatio '
rifles, asutomatic shotguns (riot
guns), high-powered rifles, ma-
chine guns, gas tiot guns, gus gre ;
nades, protective shislds, buliet-
proof vests, powerful searchlights
and flares.

All members’of the investigative
personnel Peceive monthly training
in the use of all this equlpment. }
Four hundred snd seventy-four out
of the total of 491 agents ars now |
'qualified in the uss of the pistol, [
, 449 bhave recaived instruction in the
use of the 455 know
how to uss the sutomatic shotgun,
450 bave had sxperisnos with the
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an lvmport.gz_ttr rpu;t_igr mystery on |
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