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T was born in Sherman, Grayson County, Texas, May 25, 1891, the

eldest child of May Tutt apd Washington Lee Winstead. My mother was born
in Whitesboro, Gravson County, Texas. My father was born in the vicinity of
Nebo, Kentucky. My maternal grandmother né& Rosa Thomas came with her family
to Missouri near Clinton or Nevada. When very young she marrvied M. R. Tutt
of Clinton, Missouri, whose father was A. M. Tutt, a colonel in the
Confederate Army. However, he practiced law im Clinton, Missouri, for a
number of years prior to the Civil War and died in Arkansas of a fever during
the war. After the war, grandma and her husband moved to Texas in a cavered
wagon and setiled at Granbury: but later moved to Whitesboro, Texas. While
living in Whlteﬁboxa she and her hussdné were divorced. She s&bﬁequantly
married C. W. Bat§bi49} a businessman . of qhwrman, Texas. After my father
died ;Qvlgﬂl wg iivéd with-graﬁdpa.gnd grandma and after mother married again
I remained with grandpa and grauﬁma’and they rearad me. There is lots more
birt the abevav@ay‘bé too mﬁnhﬂ o |

) Now, ahéﬁt my:aarliest'rgeailemtiau; (lcﬁg lapse) window from which
‘the'féne was broken out and YOﬁ stood 6n'a chaix to-feach up and stuff . a

pillow in the opening. She locked at we quexlou%ly and repiied, "Son, you

can' fﬂmembar thah? ymu wera mm?y a year ald and we werse livin o i Axmhaz C;uvﬁ o

I dld remembar 12 and 1 stlll do temembar it to ths good day. My paternal
gran parentﬁ Babnay and Valaria Wnnstead llvad in a 10g house at Herzel, Texas
about 16 miles nmrth of EL. Wcrth, h AZLE
I startad to srhaol in 1898 and atrended pazochmal school known as

St. Joseph's Academy in Sharmanﬁ’ Mother had attended that school when she

was a little girl. She was very prejudiced in favor Qf the Carholic schools
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instead of the public schools. While still living with grandpa and grandma,

N .
ook me oub of the Catholic

[
@]
n
[}
o
i
iy
£
%».1:
i
w
=
o
»54
]
-t

that is mother and the res!
school and started me in public school which was a free school. However, we
lived outside the CLty limits and she had to pay tuition for my brother and

i TEMieg
ME. Later on I went to a private school for boys, Captain J. H. Latayior{?)
at Sherman and did very well uontil one afterncon. There was an algebra class
and we stood along the wall by the hlackboard to work out the problems. Well,
there was one given to me that T couldn’t work. T used all the blackboard
ﬁhgre was and finally gave up. The Captain called on a‘little bitcy fella
about half my height and told him to work the problem and in just a few
seconds he had it wérked in a very small area on the blackbeoard. When he had
fin hed Captaln Latavlor said, "Charli@g I'd be ashamed if T was a great big
old boy 1like vou. to 1et a littla'ﬁitt  fella like E1li turn me down." ’I was
kinda mad so I sald "I d 1ust as soon be ruxned down by a little bitty fella
as a great big féllaa" He said, "Get ywatbbﬂoka and go home and don't come
back to thig algebfa class.” Then I stayed away from scheol but I didn't say

o o LeTelliEg ,
anything about it at home. One day Captain Lateytor was in town and grandpa

Er

asked him‘hﬁw?Charii@ was getting along iu school and he said, "Why, Charlie
hasn't been'tm ﬂch@ﬂl far saﬁa Eiﬁé," So that n1ght he acﬁused me of hanglnﬁ
around the pool halls, I denlmd it and he asked me woat T had been d01ng, |
I said,.”Wail I've been worklng for some iéllaﬂ and got some cattla, Later
on grandpa puf ug $500 fmr me and an, elderly man, 2OV buyar to go into businééélﬂ
and we:dld,. We bought Pattxﬁ and shlpped tham to Fr. Worth, The last trail her& 
that went North from: Sherman was owned by a fe?la by tha name of Roy something.

Thav drove thoq% cattle to Wapanucka, Oklahoma, up a railroad right of way

which was being worked on and put in shape at that time. The railroad was
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known as ths (lapse). This partner of mine in the cow buying business was

Tom Hayes and Roy Polder(?) who owned the cattle that weve trailed up Lo

Wapanucka, Oklahowa, over the M.0. & G. Railroad wight of way. O0ld {lapse)

buy the cattle and apparently was unable Lo meet his payment when the moritgage
became due. The commiesion house took the cattle over and they sent my

partner Hayes up to Wapamucka to take charge of the cattle during the winter
before they were shipped cut the next spring. That ended our partnership.
In later years, Tom, who was pretty bad about fighting, got im trouble with
the Sheriff at Sherman and was shot and killed on Houston Street.

Well, before that, however, I ﬁa& gone to Muskogee, Oklahoma, to
work for a former attorney from Sherman by the name of Montgomery. While in
Muskogee a éity'elemtion was held and Mr. Montgomery was the Democratic

.representative. Mr. Montgomery was the County Chairman for Muskogee County

for the Democratic Party. While in Muskogee I had occasion on that election
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day to take some ballots,tmné:%allot box and there I met Uncle Bud Ledbetter
. . ?“:"»‘w

-

who was. one of the outstanding Deputy United States Marshals under Judge Parker

known as the "hanging judge” who had jurisdiction over the entire Indian

L

terrvitorv.

Alsﬁ there was an intéreéﬁing case pending at that time in which
the government waaainﬁalvadw A man by'the'name of Torvens had givepn to his
nephew whose'name-aléa was Torrens, a city lot with a housé on it. He did
not execute é deed in hisbnaphew‘s favor. The government came along later
and desired the praparﬁéléon which to erect a federal building. The yvoung

Torrens refused to give possession of the property so the government got a

court order some way or another and put rollers under the house and just



moved it out into Okmulgee Avenue. The case became rather Famous under fhe
name of the Dove Coatb{?) Case. In the meantime, while the case was pending,
the house had to be moved occasionally. They would move it way out to the
city limits a short distaunce at a time onglkmulgee Avenue and when they
reached the city limits they'd start back and move it back down toward town.
Young Torrens was fearful for his life so he would leave his wife and baby
at the home of Mr. & Mra. Montgomery and get me to go over there and sleep in
the house on Okmulgee Avenue.

I later worked for a short while for rhe St. Louls Bridge and Iron
Company which corporation was evecting a bridge across the river between
Fi. Gibson and Muskogee. Then I returned to my home at Sherman, Texas,
There I worked for the B@xge Forbes Cotton Company 7} and was working for
them when I left and went to Brownsville to be with my grandpa and grandma
who had moved down there from Shexman. Subsequently, they moved back to
Sherman where gramdéa opened up a moving picture show. We stayed in Sherman
then fmf some time and moved back to Brownsville. Ig the meantime I had gone
dowﬁ to Houston and gone to work for my uncle‘in the Cottonbelt Railroad office

but the nepotism law (lapse). Then later on I quit there and went to work
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the Southern Pacific Steamship Company.  That was in Galveston and afrer
one big stormy night when I had to work and wade across that Gulf to get back
te the mainland, T decided to quit and g0 to Brownsville to grandpa and
grandﬁé, which I did. After being in Brownsville for some time T went to
work for a Mr, Skelton who was- building an abstract title plant and at the
same time had a contract with Cameron County to collect delinguent taxes.

That resulted in law suits against the property and the owners which resulted
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in orders of sale for nonpayment of the tazes. The Sheriff, Carl T. Ryaun,

oo

of course, had é@nt of extra work to do and he emploved me to bhelp him. Well,
T remained with him as a Deputy for something like three years until he was

rad in the primary election for Sheriff by D&?uty United States Marshal
W. T. Van. I then went to work for a Mr. Ford who was engaged in the abstract
business and was connected in some way with Judge James B. Wells' law office.
He had a contract to coilect.deiinquent taxes in Hidalgo County, the County
Seat of which is Edinburg.

Right here I'd like to tell vou something about Edinburg. It was
established by a man by the name of Dennis Chapin who was a native of my home-
town, Sherman, Texas. He formerly had been in partoers with my Uncle Jim in
the livery stable business but some difficulties arose and he moved to Oklahoma
and then from there went to South Téxas, In fact T think he went to Matamoris,
Mexicg}anﬂ.mpﬁme& a gambling hall. After some periocd of time, he formed an
association With Judge James B. Wells. As he had been reared by his father

“din an abstragt“afficéphe opened one in connection with Judge Wells' law office.
From there ha a&vanc&ﬁ up to Hidalgo County. Thé County Commission provided
funds or bbndbissua of some sort and they built a nice Courthouse. The County
Seat wasrlocatad down on the river at a town named “idalgo and one night he
and vaximu$¥ﬁthér‘citiz@ns went down to Hidalgo and stole the mﬂu%ﬁy records
and,moﬁed thaﬁ{up to the new Courthouse at Chapin, that was the name of the
new town. bDennis finally got in trouble by killing a Ranger by the ﬁame of
Roundtree, He lost face and I guess all his money and they changed the name
then from Chépin to Edinburg and that still is the name of the County Seat of

Hidalgo County, Texas.






