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Jo i vestigation ‘Burrounding W n-a_
-’ cula.rization of potxtiom by porsons in ‘the }minity where the Dillinger

: -ob was raided, 'hi.ch potitions critic}zon the manner of tho raid. 3

wmn—q",‘-.

EER S " On tho zSth mtant I 1ntervjoved l(r. and nrs. B.'I'.
colltnn, Hercer, Mscomin, proprietors of & Phil"up's Tasoline Servies *
ggtion at Mercex, ,This 18 the PhZé ‘a$ whioh persoas. 1@0:1‘.'1!10( as lee:;

‘Wikeilly, alies PatCReilly, and PatfCherrington stopped
pight of the raidy and purchassd & Bew tire, They s
\ 7. that a! pstitiog was being c}lrcn'latod by, Louis Ve
-~ Wigconsiny ctigi.cizins the government nd askhg for & mvoatigatio'q
' com furnish nu‘-.furthor k \J

3 1ns 'y thorough mVeatigaﬁon eouring ‘thé entire ‘sase ln thin ucinzty. )
- asked if he oonld assist me in ‘any way, and vhether he hed any {nformati
“in the matters He stated that he had no {nformationy’ bl;t wolunteered ‘the
statement that if the govu-nmant had notlﬁed the yooplo or llorcer !ntl ¥
wie cingty,- thnt\ they eould have gg,tto togetho: ‘Lo good r}ﬂo ahoté
_hfintery ‘and ceptured the $111%5ggr moby  He‘dtated that there are many rifli:
.tidrksmen {8 the vieilnity of HMeroby, “that ‘the. 3overnnant should have used
““them as guides in ‘condicting the raid, particulirly sine YHe governmen®
L ggenta were not rmuu- uth_thia torrltory. _He mentioned shat ‘peacadlh: -
"7 @it izens cannot now drive fown the highways without being fired on and killed'
' by government agents, but when questioned he stated that he had only hea RN
information concerning what ocourred at *Little Bohemia® ‘lodge, He was asked
ThTeTTEe T w0 AL Mereer is in the same county as *Little Bobemia® lodge, and stated that it
R o ,.,.13 not, Mercer is in Iron COunty, thereaa "Littlo Bohemia' lodge 13 at Spidor
‘ ) % - Lake, in Yilaa Countys : T L : .
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Relevant interviews of Sheriff’s et al re criticisms of raid and petition against FBI/Government. Rumors, exaggerations, jurisdiction, liabilities, pay questions, using “deer hunters” and more. Red arrows are mine showing relevant statement wording etc.
submitted: L. Wack, FBI - Ret. (“Faded Glory…”)


 the gbtem?nf and in"
§t:Be was Jots . Ho was aaked 4T he
1oi; and replied that he ﬁilieved one’)

‘not know where it was then located; He was asked ‘i he K
the potition, and replied that it origiutod by \mminou b i
Lake Lands Assogiation, which is a eivie olnb of Iron ccmnty.'iueouh'
T thal the mseting was heldbn the night of the 24th. instant, and was & reguler
bi-monthly meetinge He was then asked whether the petitiom nrc nnﬂ‘n 4
by any newspaperman, and cteted mt 4t was 1ot, . He turther [
T\d1d not imow who {nftiated the matter at the meeting . \t
' to aceompany me to the store of M,EZ.Bpandt bherein is 1 atod L0
o “in order that Gehr could assist'hé 1 locating he peti ong” Ho accoupanied

", fie to Brandt's store, and as we ‘entered, he pointed $o the _petition Lying ™

~_ on the ecounters While I was reading 1%, M, E;Brandt, the proprietor vgtmo :
5 'jtu me, and p ¢ askod hi.m u he ooultl h

) Brandt muatoly "-turned to Gehr'and asked hin it h .
‘lmeu the names of the two news reporters who prepared the patitiozu ‘Toty }
- appeared embarrassed and {4 thet he 414 pot know, Brandt later nﬂaoa s
that these reportars were eonnected with the ¥isoonsin News st luuukbq. ;
 apd that 'Eerbert Poter. @ young man of ltamo;- ‘wodld imow’ their nenfs, s B
" had driven tham arotnd the previoml two days, At the t!ne I dnom&*m s 20
_petition 1t had only seven names eon. if, but X was later Momod,that pers’
I haps £5 or 'S0 names had probably been placed on -nothecr sheety ‘
%0 know where $his other .lut of nemos was loeatea.

: Eerbert etar. tg 29 yeara.' m intervieu
o8 aa "magl’ messenger, and stated that on the day rollowing o raif
‘on ‘the Dnungar gang, that he was unployed by two. news ien -to drl'n them
around terviesing _peraona and taki photographs. He atatoa tht these
um Ll. 1be orgy eameramnn *“und A, ékson ro,pgrﬁer; both emplo :
W{sBonsin llen. Milvaukeds "He stat thaf thoy covered:$he’ story in
tmgal mennor, a.nd that whon;'_yhé government tgents were Ueparting {s ‘the’ conw‘
_'_fnscgted Buiek coupo, that the newsmen attanpgoa to photograph the “caf} but
were roquoatcd by the aganta Bot to do 804" Ho stated that after. com:lng-
,v story on the ‘24th - 1nstant, ths at‘ommtioned two neuaman “and himself Iere at
. . the railway station at Mercer a.rranging for thé departure of the two nensmn
. for Eagle River, Wisconsin; that thres or four young boys were present, s and-
reporter, A,S.Aslekson suzgested that in view of the death of one of their
.citizens that they get up a petition and get some government agents fired,
Peter stated that someone present replied that Mr,Gehr was going to write a
atoxv for the Milwaukee J‘ournal, whereupon A.slekaon said, "Hho is Gehr?"
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ontercnco alons uth im'far ‘some, tuu. lt ﬂ.gg 2
“ Poter atated ‘that he believed the ‘1anguage of the' pedition to be: that fJ gt
. Gehy’ bn 1ater satd po::hapa ‘{t had bdeen dnrtod roughly by reporter Aslskson =
~ and after their departure typed by Gehr or somsone of Gehr's friends, ° hto.r
 stated t?:at after the mewsmen conferred wih Gehr, they laft By train foy .
. Bagle Rivery, Wise, bus returned late the same day by train, zarely pal.in;
#*" through llerce: entouts to ¥ilweukes; Wpat Gehr met: ‘$hem at the train end
. egnfi with' them;: that #uringshat efterndon Gehr haa tnsuseesatuity - JF_
;;--ebdeavoried to ‘get & Peasonible humbar Of namek :oB the petition so he. coula”
#Z1ve them to the reporter when he came through on the trein, Peter stated
.~ .that at }ho regular meeting of the Merger Lakelanlds Assodiation on tha nlg_ht
e 0f APTil' 24,1934y that Gehr-and several others ‘bpoke 1h oritie{sm of the -
, Division Agents; that the aformentioned petition yas’ presantod to' the u :
- oiation and by vote it.was agreed that the ‘potition should’ be circulated for’
_..signatures snd presented. 1o the Direstor of this Division -’ “Peter olained =%
“that he was never {n sympathy with the petitfon tnd paraonauy d!slikea Gahr
} .,,-.'_'and atatod thnt ho aigned is re!.uctanuy. P air N W : EEA -

.:,.g "7“ --70'..

",s I a.gain mtervienﬁ I&.Gehr In h !

- Aggnt !al 16ry,/ This mtervin lasted nﬁ' hour‘lna ‘st {ts termimtion Gahr»:f- ;
“and his wife appeared 40 have becoma very friendly and admitted that they had
/héard many eonrueting stories as to what astually ossurred at the raid, Hows '
ever, Gohr was of the opinfon that the pet:l.tion Ionld serve
.4n bringiag the true facts to l'isht‘

% 2527 He utated’ ﬂnt the mapapm' ua oarried a
and dated at Iuhingtbn purporung to ‘have beer made by either tha Attoz-ney"‘f
‘Generl oF thé Director fn yhich {§ had been sated | $hat” Bigen Bofco‘l;m hed
.beag "shot'and killed by membirs of the D111 nger mob’ i ‘oa 1n'8Foas £1
.Geh:." f stated that _such a statéwent #2s obfousiy false, 51’ !hrormh BimEhat
)ho ﬁ._tﬂmﬂonlgtpdly nis,;gtq::prejt_eg the news artiole for in ny opinfon’ l'ashtngton
j'o'nla“r'e'seﬁo‘such‘hn' ‘opinfon ‘until a thorough investigation was m® de, u. £
‘oluding ballistic exsminations, I’ however, did explain t6 him that the sar
~ 4in whaich Boisoneau was killed was in the line of fire betvacn one or more’
membera or tho Dill:lnger mob and Division lgentc. e -j{f-;.?‘ U AT R CTRR I

. . . . . s—-‘ o ihe g s L
ST R Y 1 diacreetly oalled his attention to the ract that while
‘tue aeige was {n effect that a ear eontaining Pat Reilly and pat Cherrington,
: associates and manbers of the Dillinger- mod
’ grounds and that the Agenta had merely

¢ had driven into,the Bohemia Lodge
shot ‘one tire and the car and oceupant &




“persons; that these two persons before puaping ‘had fled {n thelr: oar 305
nercor. ‘where they remained at a £11ling qtatioa for approximately torty-rn
minutes to purchase and put on & new tires I further informed him $hat J’ohn‘.
Hoffmen, drive: of the sar in which Boisnean was killed, had informed me :,; -~
K about one hour after the shooting that he wes Lighly excited when we yalio
i £ “to:him to stops.that he hal;been held i a year ago by bandfts and believed - ).
ere. ‘bandita and in hu neryousness’ gmped Trom jthe e a.nl nn& '
A o AU LTRSS T
T TR AR T Gehr a&mittoa &t this fnterview that the tto nerumon from i} .
~The Milwavkes News bad drafted the petition and had furnished the name of ,_M,W 4
. lgent in -Cherge Purvis; Mrs, Gahr~ voluntésred the' statoment that the Littla -
Bohemia Lodge was only a low type barroom and hangont for the rowdya of ‘th
:  meignborhood end that Boisoneau a.nd tho othar eccupanta had no buainu n
801!18 to ito et ey :

- “ et "-ﬁ

o Berbu't Peter had edvised ms that Constabls ergean
pr Mercer m lctivel.y ‘sponsoring the poetition u @ result of not’ aving ‘be
{uke& by the government agents 30 u;ist ‘tarthe roid. pargeant was, interw -

‘yiewed but appesred to luk -enough fores. to speak his _éonvictions and statk
Dad me;-oly that ha had signed tho petition Imt had no part 1.n 1n1t1ut£n 1%
b DR I h Shn sy

V; {‘ On the zSth or Lprtl,lm. I lntervieud Deputy Sheriff
Bank A.Kuhnart, propristor of the Northern Lights Besort, Manitowish, Vilas .
- Countye Manitowish edjoins Spider Lake Township and Kuhnert resides {n this.
’ township, where ths raid’ ocourred, although the Poct Office address 1: mio
towish, I’iscomin, Kuhnert advised that on the 26th of April ,1934. Tpuil
Gel_u.- had" approachec him and elsp Klvin Koerney bo reqnut S¥hem ‘to 1k tiato
& simifar pe¥ition in Vilas County,’ Kuhnert statqd thaf e and Koerhsr ads
sed q'ehr that such a pétition was now wntimely;’ tha$ the eitizens’ ihauu
Ztalt this Divisfon®s’ !nveatigatlon and then conduet one ot ‘their own and’
nly then; if facts warrented, should a ptition be. dr A few dayc ‘1at
- Kuhners advised me that, in his optnion, Gehr will not now send ‘the petition
“to Iaahington. Kuhnert advisad moe that he heard from Gehr that severel: citi-
‘sens of Mercer were highly a gered over the killing of Boisonean and the
P wounding of the other two occupants of the car and some wers desirous of
ST coming to Spider Lake with rifles and determine the particular Agent, ar .
el Agenta, who fired on the Coupe, He stated that this fesling has now died
: down es indicated by the coroner's Jury verdict.
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olandor. l'ieconsu, md alao tt
od was bcliml to hm been j

by the Iro!wuod Globo ne'upapar'

sk f”x it M"’mver, ns‘é‘onatn. I tater¥iewed Sperifs Thomas” -
- &haccregor. . appearod very rrimdly towards the Dir:lnfon and referped #of .-
*" ine. newspaper-arit{cism,  Ho stated that he felt that $his Divisiom and higSi ¥
, orfice had done enrything ‘which oounld be rououhly ezpectea under the eire
, .." cumstances and that the persons oriticising are those who are continnany
a— ";’f‘f;"ﬂﬂticiﬂing iy andsavor B 'nleh‘theyf‘zhemsalvel“;"i!ro HEY 1EF01 768, The
I Sheriff is’ aeventy odd yea.rs of ags, not yery. a.etire, and was busily cngasod
-in Gourte His son; Dell A.Mac(}regor, aged about ¢7, 18 undsmhorifr and is
. the active head of the Sherifffs office of ¥ilas County, He was mtau-_u-.&
.. for more than an hour in his' homeg which 18 in tho SJand bniluns. The -
Sheriff and under-sheriff advised that 20 petition u bei.ng eucmtog :
uu»-any be oin:ulatoa, 1ng11u ﬂotmtn LY ’&’“‘F LR o
E SIS D WA
R IR ?-~'. f‘&i. l‘ho undeb-ahorift ated that'if ten ritteen {10115) 1'
N the night of the 22nd instani, his office received a tolophono oall. tx_o \
" ‘& Division Agent to the effest _that mmnger and hia esmiates were af
.. Bohemia Lodge, Ihero the Lodgo was a$ that time bolng raidoﬁ by Diviamn
7 Agentsg _He stated that he ssoured some mon and started at once for Littlo
~ Bohenmia, leaving word with the Sheriff %o ;modutezy to:.ephone the necessa.
‘persons to block the roaslds at Manitowish srugo. Bplder Lake Brugb ‘th
road at Mitchells; end to further notify all persons in’ e vielnityié
Ldttle ‘Bohemiq, 46 dinblo‘ thair om.xna statel that ha Ly u'ned th 2R
“the Shorltr di‘ ad :.natruotod. “The tmdar-ehorifr na ‘vey oorai ) “and’ on’ §
ems night tha¥ X interviessd him) I mst him- WitN other Divisiod Agents. u.-irno :
eputy sheriffs, and’ ecarched’ roads ali’ night ‘on'a slue that _"Baby: raoe'NeI-u 1
pas in the vicinity of nmm. liaccnai.n. "Several days later ‘nu told
an employee of the Fisheries ‘Department of the Uy8,Department’ of lgrieultm,
who resides at the C.C.C,Camp near Mercer, that he heard it said that undere :
‘sherif? Dell A&:.‘IacGragor has voiced a statement that the trouble with the’ raid
was that the Division Agents a1d not hcove the necesaary "guts"§ I did not -
lafer question MacGregor on this for the reason that i{f he mnde the remark
: he would undoubtedly deny it to any government employee, On Saturday night,
at Bohemia Lodge, undersheritr. Macuregor, eame n,p to me. introduced hia wiro
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“At Hh{nelandsr, w thout disclosing my. idsntity} I lurnol
that no petition was oing ciroulated. Openly, I interviewed the Sheriff .
at Rhinelandu-, John Farmen, He had read the nenpapor oriticism of thq mn
sion end was'at first very crit:lcal. H:la basis criticim was lined at the

fast that lgants"di( mot somtass bim upofi arrival et Hhtneland tat:ﬂ"%%?
$Rat he ‘could have nn'nishpd us ho ne ouarg oars’ uxd p.‘ven thq ‘assist
of deputies,! He appemd igous of ho.ring the oc}nnty :pmsoouh.ng attomy
talk to me daa T, ‘sosordingly, accompanied the -heritt to tho orru '
.Tohn I.K% prosecuting attorneys ¥

'-“W*mm L Shroais ¥
Is was obtioua that’ Kelly ana tho Sherirt had discussmi

the matter at ).mgth and were very: ‘eritisal,  The aiatriet attomsy asked th;r
_the sheriff at Rhinelander was mot oontacted; that it appearsd we Aid ms,\
tmt him; that the Socred Bervice and Post orncp Innpeetors elways -urkoa
ﬂ.th the Sheriffe I {nformed them of the faot that we had no mrbmation as
.ito mmnser'l whereabouts unti] a tu minutu beforo Io enplmod o,
{Bhinala.m;er. ’It was apparent that thoao men, eonld not’ bo “satisfied zw €
ngeeing with " and, oo'nqequently. diaputed then- nbntentinng. ' 9 1nromeb
he Sheriff that I believed that upon ‘the arrival of thrao air plml lt
inelander on a Sunday a.tternoon that he would be at the airport to hmstl-
fgatr that shortly after our ‘arrival we received conﬁ.dontial mfomtlun $hat

that the ncano of our mveatigation and mid 'a.s boyong his jurudicuon;
} asked how many paid deputies he had, -
nly one,

_was at 2:30 f”
Eerift '] Otrieo or Eaglo Biver, to "blogk tho roada~ ‘that he anni.red" Y

¢ would pay the ‘expense of the men whom “he would got, and that he' m"tol

at ‘the Bheritt'q Oftice at Eaglo mur did not know: that he asked’ who ‘would,
be responaible if any men were killed or Ln,hrod and the Sheriff of Eagle River
said he would not, Sheriff Farmen said that if the government had requosted
him to assist that he would gladly have done ‘4t inasmuch as the government
would have been responsible, I explained to him that the Division esould not
aeputize any mem; that it could not assume any responsibilities for injuries
or death and hed no authority to request his assistance out of his county,
nor to hire any men for pay, He and the Diatrict Attorney appeared surprised.
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'y platgdy. - )
they eonlk.dvhau gite:n nq assist

L Fhinelander had.gone out on the ‘road,’ or to I.ittlo Bohcmia, at the’ roqnnj_
" of & Division Agent erd he wanted to know hou this officer could be pall y
for his services, I explained the matter to hm. He tppoaroa to ‘ave
changod his opinion. -hen I was read,z to dqpart d stat -that thero-,
»}tto sfdes to the matter: o.nd he was Zo longer erivisal ‘the iusion'p
trict ‘Lttorney had- littl?} to lty e
S }3"‘““5»'. ST NG ;
B T IR (" Hurloy, tiaconain, the county seat ot Iron county,
3 & uherein 18 located Mercer, I interviewed Sheriff Frank JeErspemer, He .
T "had ‘no’ driticism to offer, was very friendly, and cooperative, end stated -
b that he was not in sympathy with the Merger. petitton and that no petiuoa )
. was tobe 1n1t1ated at Hurley, naconsin, or Iromrooa. mohisa:.*"
. o - g ).,.3‘:,:_7‘9 :n.v-vm-n.wcn_ —JW u-\n'--r-c f. ,,ﬂ-’“?""ﬂ-**’% o -
o LAY Ircmwood. luehigan. the Bhdtt was cut. but a a.ep_ d
inromed me that the &mrirt' office saw no Teascn: ror Jho genpApe: |

: AET T .lt t’he Ironuood GIobe neupapor, I ¥
* anaging Edltor w.cgmsaw. R
./Boribes to the Assodiated Press service; that the Mercer petition was in
. dtiated by the Wisconsin Kews of lu:l.waukec, 8 Hearst oaned papu'. whioh

the Department of Justise should take a derlnit. ltcp !.n oooperating Iif!
‘newspapers by permitting sertain otnoial_a ih the field to give’ out’ hnmsdia aly
news hagpaningr that 1f the raid had been oxplainod 7'} the ‘press;’ a8’ X ip‘_o
©7 plained it $o him, all pape¥s, tould havi‘“.ﬁeen our gni& t{es dnd’
Y the” reault. He aima that 'iunr bgroré has ho tound L parhnat o{
..gmpioyee who ‘would say anything . He' &ppeared to be e htghly athl
~{tv!m '111 not atoop to trivial.ities ‘03 ralso gouip ‘in l;l?ia pep
, 8 ' : : AP -v"-“-%l

.....
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A . ° 7 7 On Friday night, Lpril 27.1954, all Agente and I organizod
e posse and surrounded a swamp region near Powell, Wisconsin, as a result of
inromation that a stranger wi‘ln e ritle had been seen t0 be in that vieinity




ha.‘l.t bour, &r until derk, when I observed him leavings’ Od ¢

a4 personally notified Gehr thet Tormy Carrol} was h'ob_

cinfty of Mercer and if: possim.e ¢ 'ould nko for gm ) raa.n}zo tha
‘vhich he bad Teferred,‘lnto a posse énd Bearch|th¢ ragiona wh

":huntera %o,

Goverment lgenta vere unrmiliar. . sctim' u5'1 oxpeetod.

' Z _ '-nppear ° ‘ent reaentmen’t' agaimst ]
STy vmtka m@; 'becaun of the ct hat ‘a udy ole:nant .moata. theﬂ and d ca
_-,T\he}pparently ugctuqé nm’ pn ucity A sz ;

{{gation, the eitizens of Spider I.ako Township,

intend to lnveatigato Imtka, both as to whe
- Dillinger was ‘coming to his plase and, second)
Lodgn is a mmaoo to thn -altaro of-‘tho
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